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LETTER T 


JF the ſcurrilous paragraphs againſt Lord Howe and 
Admiral Keppel, with which the miniſterial prints 
have teemed ſince the publication of Governor John- 
ſtone's extraordinary letter, went only to gratify the ran- 
cour and envy of thoſe who pay ſuch writers out of the 
public purſe, the beſt way of treating them would be, 
to paſs them over in ſilence and contempt. Were I at 
all to take notice of them in that light, the file addreſ- 
ſing itſelf to the viper in the fable, would ſuggeſt to 
me a ſhort, but complete anſwer. But when, in ad- 
dition to theſe baſe motives, we find, that they are de- 
ſigned to deceive the nation on a moſt important point, 
and to transfer that popularity, which ſhould be the 
excluſive, as it is the beſt reward of long-tried merit, and 
ſucceſsful ſervices, to ignorance, raſbneſs, and vain- 
boaſting, it is a duty we owe our country to counteract 
their deſigns, and expoſe their fallacy. Ro 
The Governor, it is well known, owes his command 
to his political apoſtacy. This, like charity, haſt co- 
vered the infinite multitude of his paſt fins and tranſgreſ- 
fions. Conceiving himſelf lighted by. Lord Howe, 
who did not chuſe to employ him in hoſtile operations, 
at a time when he was a#ing the part of a Commiſſioner 
for peace in America, and to the excluſion of his own 
officers, his hot and fiery + Wi ſeized the very firſt op · 
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phrtunny of gratifying his revenge. From his ſcat in 
1 arliament he openly condemned the conduct of that 
favourite Admiral, when oppoled to Monteur d'E- 
ſtaign; and held himiclt up to the laughter and ri— 
dicule of every oflicer in the navy, oY endeavouring 0 
prove, that the Pritifh force on that occalion was lupe- 
rior to the enemy. 

I will venture to aſſert, that Governor Johnſtone was the 
only man in the three kinggoms, who could have com- 
manded ſufficicut poaver of face publicly to attack Lord 
Howe for ignorance in his profeſſion. But that gentie- 
man, it ſceins, hides his face only for the tranſgreſſion 
of his friends , for hiniſelt he has no bluſhes, 

The lervice, however, which he thus rendered to 
Adminiſtration, entitled him to their tavour and pro- 
tection, even beyond all his efforts as Commiſſioner, or 
his zealous and virtuous attempts tu corrupt tne Con- 
greſs. Though be had never commanded a poft ſhip 
in his life, he was the very next morning compliment- 
ed with a diſtinguiſhing pendant; and the murmurs 
and complaints that have ſince been raiſed, by his con- 
tinuirg to be employed on feparate commands, in pre- 
judice to fo many old and expericaced Officers, have 
been heard even among the Members of the Admi- 
ralty Board. * 

Thus favoured, and with ſuch merit to recommend 
him, can we be {urprized that he alone, of ail our 
Con manders, ſhould be defended by the united powers 
of Adminiſtration ? That this muſter of a Wett-India- 
man {hould be ranked with the tHlawkes and the Boſ— 
cawens? And that his actions ſhould be blazuned, anc 
hung out to admiratiua; while others, who have 
not the /c:e merit to boatt, are nut only given up as ſa- 
| crißces 


It is gencral iy beiicve2 that the diſgraceful attempt upon Fluſh 
ing was undertaken mertly to appęeaſc a certain Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, Wio teck diſguſt at this preference given to the Governer, 
It was requlſite, at all events, that his Lozaſtip allo ſhould have z 
ſeparzie command. 
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crifices to the venal pens of paragraph writers, but are 
even authoritatively ſtigmatized in the avowed publica-1 
tions of Government? But the nation ſhall not be de- 
ceived, in ordered to anſwer the purpoſes of a faction; 
nor ſhall a conduct be held up for the praiſes and gra- 
titude of the public, that deſerves the ſtrongeſt cen- 
ſure, and the moſt exemplary puniſhment, When the. 
people are ii] ſerved, they ſhall not be inſulted and miſ- 
led by thoſe who ſerve them ill, however it may for- 
ward the views, or gratify the low paſſions of their em- 
ployers to ſupport them ; nor ſhall they be the dupes 
of a ſelf-praiſed boaſter, who will have them rejoice for 
a victory, merely becauſe he is pleaſed, in the puerile 
effuſions of his wild imagination, to tell them he has 
gained one, 

But I beg pardon; invective and abuſe ſhall be left 
to the Governor's advocates. The ground I mean to 
take, ſhall be eſtabliſhed in fats,—ln examining his 
conduct, I ſhall not hazard a ſingle aſſertion that is not 
ſupported by record, nor advert to a ſingle circum- 
ſtance in the affair in Port Praya Road, that cannot be 

proved from his own public letter. His greateſt enemy, 
indeed, in all the inventive malice of private revenge, 
could not ſuggeſt a combination of circumſtances fo 
calculated to condemn him, even on his own l 
as that letter contains. This I pledge myſelf to prove 
to the public. Rs 15 
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HE principle on which Governor Johnſtone 

founds his new ſyſtem of Naval Tactics, and on 

which his advocates build all his fame, is, that the 

force of adverſe fleets is not to be eſtimated by the rate 
of the ſeveral ſhips, as oppoſed to each other in the 

ne, or the comparative weight of metal, but from the 
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whole number of guns in the reſpective ſquadrons take 
together, and directed from every point. In applying 
this doctrine to the fituation of Lord Howe, he picced 
out the Britiſh line with fifty gun ſhips and frigates : 
and the compariſon of the force of the two ſquadrons, 
he calculated in the following manner : 


The Cornwall of 8 74 += 24 for the Calar 

The Eagle of - - - 64 7 for the Languedoc of 
and the Experiment of 30 90 

The Trident of - 647 for the Toronant of 
and Roebuck of - 44 5 80 

The Raiſonable of 64 ꝰ for the Guetrier ©: 
and Phoenix of - - 44 74 

The Somerſet of - 70 for the Hector of 74 

The Nonſuch of - - 64 2 for the Protecteut cf 
and Richmond of 32 74 

. Albans of a 

3 of 88 £ 2 $ for the Zelee of 74 

The Ardent of <- 647 for the Marſeilles of 
and Pearl of - 32 74 

58 12 wn for the Valiant of 6, 

The Ifis of - 50 7 for the Provence of 
and Vigilant of - - 20 64 

The Centurion of - 50 7 for the Fantaſque of 
and Sphynx of - 20 64 

The Renown of - - 5o for the Sagittaire of 50 


Having thus far eſtabliſhed the equality of the tuo 
ſquadrons, ke proceeded to prove the ſuperiority on 
our ſide. With this view he oblerved, that Lord 
Howe had, befides the Nautilus Noop of 18 guns, Car, 
caſs and Thunder bombs, Srrombolo, Sulphur, and 
Volcano fire-ſhips, four row gallies and two tenuers. 

Let us now adopt the fame mode of calculation, and 
apply it to his own ſituation. 


The Hero of 0 5 a 1 42 the Heros 
The 


The Monmouth of - - 64 0 6 ur oo Ar- 


The Romney of - - 50 T for the Annibal of 
and Diana of - - - 36 74 

The Jupiter of 350 : for the Sphynx of 
and Active of - - — 32 64 | 

The Iſis of - - 50 7 for the Vengeur of 
and Manilla of - - - 20 8 64 


5 7 
The Oporto of - - = 16 ON Fortune of 


So far the two ſquadrons, according to the Gover- 
nor's principles, were equal. But what will his advocates 
ſay, when we add the immenſe ſuperiority which the re- 
maining part of his ſquadron muſt have givea him ? 
For he had be/ides the Jaſon of 32 guns, the St. Carlos 
of 28, the Royal Charlotte of 24, the Porpoile of 24, 
the Pondicherry of 24, the Reſolution of 20, the Lord 
Townſhend of 20, the Terror bomb of 10, the Infernal 
fireſhip of 8; thirteen Eaſt Indiamen, at 26 guns each, 
and twelve tranſports, armed at lealt with ſix guns a 
tranſport. Thele laſt can ſurely be taken into the col- 
lected force with much more juſtice than Lord Howe's 
row-gallies, with a ſingle gun in their prow; and for 
the render, with which his Lordſhip is charged on ac- 
count, we find one on the Governotf"s liſt alſo, 

Thus we ſee, that, deducting the ſhips with which 
he ſhould have matched the enemy's whole ſquadron, 
the Governor had a ſp.re force of no leſs than 600 


uns; that is 244 guns more than the whole ſtrength 
Pe had to contend with. 


With this ſpare force alone, even if he had no other, 
he ſtood pledged to his country, by his own doctrines 
and declarations, to defeat the whole French arma- 
ment. In his attack upon Lord Howe he declared it 

to have been his opinion, that © even before his Lord- 
ſhip had been joined by the Cornwall of 74 guns, the 
Raiſonable of 64, the Renown of , and the Centu- 
rion of 30, he was fully capable, with a proper diſpe- 
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ſition of his force, of defending the harbour, though not 
of going out and giving the enemy battle.” | See Go- 
ver nor Jobnſtone's own ſpeech in the Parliamentary Rexiſler, 
vol. 12, P. 246.] Yet Lord Howe's whole force at 
that time, counting every gun he could bring to hear, 
of whatever weight, or from whatever point, did not 
ſurpaſs the number of the enemy's weighty guns, Was 
not the Governor's ſituation at St. Jago equally favour- 
able ? Should not then his ſpare force alone, as it gave 
him a ſuperiority of 244 guns, have enabled him, with 
a proper diſpoſition, to have defended the harbour? And 
if this be true, as, on his own principle, it cannot be 
controverted, how will he anſwer to his country jor not 
having, with his whole force combined, iunk, taken, or 
deſtroyed, the whole ſquadron that had fo madly at- 
tacked him. 

After this, ſhall we be told, that the gallant Commo- 
dore has realized his ſyſtem? How has he realized it ? 
According to him, Lord Howe, with ſix fail of 64 
gun ſhips, three of 30, two of 4o, with ſome ans 
and ſloops, for the moſt part wretchedly manned, was 
fully capable of defending himſelf, with a proper arſpah- 
tion, againſt a 90 gun ſhip, an 80, ſix 74, three "Ba. 
4 50, "and three trigates, mounting 36 guns each. 
Bur did the Governor even do ſo much with a ſuperi- 


2 ority of 600 guns, and ſo ſmall a comparative dilpuli- 
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tion even in weight of metal? Certainly not. The 
| Britiſh flag was inſulted by the capture of a King's 
ſhip, and ſome of his convoy were taken and carried 
out to fea. The trial, therefore, of that part of his 
ſyſtem that regards the defence of the harbour, con- 
demns him. What other part of it he realized, the 
nation is yet to learn. Did he engage the enemy in 4 
line, or in the open ſeas? Did he lupport his futies 
with his frigates, and tiy their united ſtrength with the 
heavy ſhips of che enemy? He might, indeed, have 
done it. In the ſituation the French quadton put to 
ſea, he might, on every ſyſtem, have done it with a 


certainty of victary. But he ſhrunk from the trial, 
and 


1 
and by that means 10ſt a glorious opportunity of deflroying 
the fleet of France. | 
Thus far I have conſidered what it was fair to ex- 
pect the Governor ought to have done, according to his 


own principles In my next, I ſhall examine what he 
tells us in his public letter, he has done. 
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HE firſt thing I ſhall notice in Governor John- 
ſtone's letter, is his unworthy attempt to im- 
prels the public wich an idea of the great inferiority of 
his force, and thereby prepare them to receive the 
ſublequent account of his victory with the greater ad- 
miration and applauſe. Three — frigates are to- 
tally paſſed over in ſilence. The Faſt Indiamen, 
which, from the ſituation in which he choſe to leave 
them, bore the chief brunt of the action, and from 
their number of guns, their weight of metal, and the 
ſpirit diſplayed by their officers and men, might, if 
properly diſpoſed, have formed a moſt formidable Sbbrce, 
are mentioned, ſeemingly as making part of his in- 
cumbrance among the tranſports and victuallers under 
his protection. The number of his armed ſhips, fur- 
niſhed with a tier of guns each, and commanded by 
King's officers, can only be learned from his narrative 
of the operations of the day, in which they appear to 
have borne as gieat a Part as their ſituation would 
. 

Such meretricious arts juſtify us in our repreſenta- 
tion of that ſpecies of merit that firſt recommended the 
American Commiſſioner to the notice of the Firſt 
Lord of the Admiralty, 

At half paſt nine, lle tells the Secretary of State, he 
perceived the Ggnal for ſceing eleven ſtrange ſhips in 
the offing. He immediately repaired on board the 
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Romney; he then made the ſignal for all perſons to 
come from ſhore, and to repair on board their reſpec- 
tive ſhips; he ten enforced this ſignal by repeated 
firing of guns; he then diipatched a boat on ſhore, to 
give more expedition and effect to the embarkation ; 
at length he made the ſignal to unmoor, and another 
to prepare for battle. 

In the whole of his narrative, except upon one oc- 
caſion, the Governor cautiouſly avoids mentioning any 
time from half paſt nine ia the morning till ſun-ſer. 
Perhaps he might have forgot this eſſential informa- 
tion, in the hurry of the fortnight which he took to 
write and polzſh his ditpatches. However, as he has 
not given it, we cannot preciſely determine the mo- 
ments that were loſt between the firſt ſignal's being 
made from the Iſis, and the ſignal to unmoor and pre- 
pare for battle. From the tace of his own account, 
however, a very conſiderable time muſt have inter- 
vened; yet I will appeal to every officer of experience, 
if the firſt ſignal he would have made, would not have 
been the ſignal ro unmoor and prepare for battle ? If 
he would not have made is without the loſs of one in- 
ſtant, as ſoon as ever it was known that a ſtrange fleet 
was in fight, and had power to fetch into the road? But 
beg pardon. As the Governor is to be judged by hi; 
own ſyſtem, his advocates may object to all appeals to 
experience. 

The only hour of che day which the Governor chuſcs 
to inſtance, is the quarter before eleven. At that 
time he tells us the enemy appeared coming round the 
eaſt point of the iſland, drawn up in a line and leading 
into the Bay. It moſt have been at lcaſt halt an nour 
more before the attack begun; yet in all this time, 
from half after nine ti]! near half after eleven, it does 
not appear that the Governor took a ſingle ſtep, either 
to draw his (hips out of the confuſion in which he fu!- 
fered them io anchor, or to have directed any one_nc- 


ceſſary preparative for receiving the enemy. 
We 
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We are told indeed, that Capt. Paſley had worked 
hard from the beginning of the buſineſs to get a ſpring 
upon his cable, by which every ſhot told from the Ju- 
piter. Capt. Paſley, I dare ſay, merited this honour- 
able teſtimony. But why did not the Governor take 
care that all the other ſhips had employed their time as 

lefully? Had he no ſignal for the fleet to get ſprings 
on their cables? Could he not have given verbal or- 
2275 the purpoſe, as he rowed through the fleet, 
exhorting them to prepare for battle? It would have 
been at furtheſt the buſineſs of half an hour, and was 
a neceſſary precaution that would have inſtantly occur- 
red to an officer of the leaſt knowledge of his profeſ- 
ſion. Had it been taken, every ſhip in the fleet would 
have placed her fire ro as much effect as the Jupiter, 

But inſtead of this or any other neceſſary order, it 
appears that every officer was left to himſelf — all the 
preparations to receive the enemy, if they ſhould offer 
any inſult, were confined to the clearing ſhip - the 
hands were indeed active, but the he, was confuſed, 
bewildered, without reſource. 

This the Governor himſelf tells the Secretary of 
State in preciſe words. He mod:flly allows, that the 
action bordered on a ſurprize; we were liable to much con- 
fuſion, © yet upon the whole, he ſaw nothing in the 
Britiſh fleet, but ſteady, cool, determined valour.” I 
believe him implicitly ; and have only to regret with 
my country, that valour ſo ſteady, ſo cool, and fo de- 
termined, in ſuch a ſcene of ſurprize, confuſion and 
diſorder, ſhould have been partly ſacrificed, and upon 
the whole, fruſtrated by the ignorance of the man who 
was to direct it. 

But ſuppoſe I was to aſk the Governor's friends, why 
he ſuffered the action even to border on a ſurprize? An 
officer ſo great in theory, muſt have known even from 
his books, that one of the firſt rules preſcribed to a 
Commander in Chief, is always to ſuppoſe himſelf li- 
able to ſurprize, and to guard againſt it. But the Go- 
vernor had more poſitive incitements than general rules. 


He 
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He knew, before be left Europe, that the enemy had a 
conſiderable force in readinels to wy OW him. The 
Com manding Officer, whom he nt with a detachment 
of his 9 adron to Wafer AT the Ide of Mav, received 
the moſt preſſing orders to Jin the flay in Port raya 
Road, by a given tim; and fo great was tha, officer's 
anxiety to execute taoſe ortlers, © from an apprehenſion 
ef the enemy's appeuring t firs Ei return, that he arriwed 
at St. Jago nine hours within the time allowed him. 
[t 18 therefore evident, that the apprehentions Of an 
enemy being in thoſe f-as prevailed through the fleet. 
Under fuch tircumitances, an Officer of the leaſt 
foreſight or knowledge of his duty, would have ren 
every precaution that vigilance or {kill in his profeſſion 
could have diftated. He ſhould have ſuffered no 8 
cers or men to be on ſhore, but sch as were abloiutely 
neceſſary for watering and victuallingg; and the courtly 
phraſe of ſuch TER enjoving the recreation of the 
ſhore, would have neve for iced his public letters, as 
an excuſe tor his nc; leet 
Jo theſe Drecalitio! . he would have added all the 
24vanta; ge of ſituatiog. Ie would have fkilfully im- 
proved, in the ſecurity of a friend's port, the various 
circumltances ct poſition, as the ſoundings and anchor- 
age night be adapted to the ſhips of Uuifterent ſtze and 
force, The ſoundings in Port Fraya Road, deepen re- 
gularly from three fathom and a halt to twelve. He 
conſequently would have anchored his victuallers and 
other unarmed incumbrance in the inzal-tt water, ard 
diſpoled his men 064 war and other armed force, as night 
beſt {eccurs them from the atte. FIT of an Ce. e 


would have placed his fron get nps where they mould 
he moſt likeh to receive the chief attack, and wouid 
have ſo ſtationect the others, as to concentre their fire, 
and point it to the belt effect againit ſhips Javouring 
under every diladvantage of attach ing 10 Orgs ble 

force, anchored under the lee of at a 1d, wich all its 
guns brought to bear, whillt they ſhow! 9 As obliged to 
lead in one after another, ſhip by ſhip, ex poled to 4 
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tremendous fire without being able to return it, till they 
had brought to anchor and furled their ſails. How un- 
equal tha enemy was to this difficult manceuvre we. 
tearn from the Governor's own account. Indecd it re- 
quires the aid of a diſcipline ſeldom found except in, 
lome citing uiſhed ſhips of the Britiſh navy. We till. 

remen ber with admiration an inſtance of this diſcipline, 
erecugd with all the coolneſs of intrepidity and diſ- 
play of proleſſional knowledge, when the noble Lord, 
whom the victor of Port Praya dared to arraign for ig- 

norance in his profeſſion, commanded the Magnaniae 

G!! the Ifle of Aix. 

By ſuch ſkilfui improvements of place and ſituation, 
and by the admirable poſition of his ſhips, it was that 
Admiral Barrington defended the Bay of St. Lucia 
againſt treble his foice. By theſe be at once ſecured the 
conquelt of the iſland, and deterred Monſieur D'Eſtaing 
from venturing an attack. But Governor John- 
ſtone diſdains to take inſtruction from any man's know- 
ledge or experience. He has a ſyſtem ef his own, and. 

upon that ſyſtem no doubt he formed his diſpoſition. 

Inſtead of being in the leaſt prepared againſt a ſur- 
prize, he ſuffers 15920 perſons belonging to his fleet to 
be on ſhore at once, beſides officers and troops, taking 
the recreation of the ' ſoore. tHe keeps no ſmall yeſdels. 
cruizing in the offiug, on the look- out, to give the. ear- 
leſt intellipence of the appearance of any ſtrange ſhips. 
8 friends will not pretend that he was lulled into this 

dangerous lecurity by the protection of the Portugucze 
flag, under Which he was anchomed. He aſſerts the 
contrary himſclt; ** he well knew, the ſmall regard 
which the French uſually pay to the Jaws of nations, 
when they are polleſſed"of a tuperior force, or find it 
convenient to diſpenſe wich ſuch obligations.“ 

The diſpoſition ct his force was as injudicious as his 
ſecurity was culpable. His men of war, his Eaſt In- 
diamen, his tranſports and victuallers, were all anchored 
promiſcuouſiy, without order or method. His face- 
=p, inſtead 11 being ordered to prime, and cies 
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dar the flag for ſervice, was ſuffered to lie out entirely 
ſeparated from the reſt of the fleet; and we find her 
with the bomb and Eaſt Indiamen, expoſed to the brit 
Vigorous and undamped attack of the enemy. He tells 
us indeed, that the bomb and fireſhip continued tor two 
days to diſobey his written orders, by anchoring with- 
out the reſt of che ſhips. But his excule is his crime. 
To what purpoſe iſſue orders, if cate ; not taken to ſee 
them obeyed ? And what are we to think of this Com- 
mander in Chief, who ſuffers ſo\flagrant an act of diſo- 
bedience to brave him for two days together in the eyes 
of the whole fleet ? 

The Romney, one of his ſhips of greateſt force, on 
board of which his own flag was hoiſted, and to which 
the whole ſquadron was to have looked for exam?!/? as 
well as directions, lay ſo far within the Eaſt Indiamen 
and tranſports, that ſhe could only fire in two -open- 
ings, and this, as the Governor quaintly expreſſes it, 
with a preciſion which was cautiouſly objerved. Nay, 
ſhe was ſo entangled among the ſhips, that fie could nor 
even veer away c2ble to open a larger ſpace; yet, dur- 
ing the whole courſe of the morning, no order was 
given to make her change her birth, neither as the ene- 
my was approaching, nor when ſhe became of u ue 
ive action 

The Governor, having at length diſcovered that ſhe was 
become uſeleſs to the fleet, repairs on board the Hers, 
For what purp ſe ? To direct the operations of the 
ſquadron? No, this could have never been in bis 
thoughts. He never hoiſted his broad pendant on board 
her; that remained flying on board the Romney, equal- 
ly uſeleſs with her guns, and the fleet Jouked to her tor 
direction and tupport in vain, The only reafon we can” 
gathcr from his letter, for thus changing his hip, was, 
that he might enjoy that chearful and affable civility with 
which Captain Hawker received. him; was to tee the 
awful diſcharge of fo formidable a train of artillery, ma- 
naged with all the eaſe and ſoctability of a convivial din- 
ner at the Britiſh; or to feel in a peculiar degree, the 

fſairsfation 


OP 

ſatisfafion of being near General Meadows, which he knew 
would riſe in proportion to the heat and danger of the 
action, and the (laughter from the guns. But why he 
gave up all attention to every other part of his ſquadron, 
or why he did not profit of the buſineſs of that period to 
order the Romney to ſhift her birth, to take a more 
open ſtation, or become of ſome uſ to the general bu- 
ſineſs of the day, his advocates no doubt will refolve 
into his new ſyſtem. 
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N ſuch a ſcene of confuſion, diſorder, and uncer- 
tainty, as Governor Johaſtone's own account ſtates 
his fleet to have been ſurprized in; when a great part 
of the damage our ſhips faſtained muſt have been cauſ- 
ed by their firing into each other; when to avoid en- 
creaſing thoſe damages ſome of our heavieſt guas were 
compelled to be ſilent; when no one could either give 
ſupport to his neighbour, or hope to receive it, and 
nothing was left to the officers or men but to counter- 
at, by perſonal exertions, the ignorance and neglect 
that had betrayed them into ſo helpleſs a ſituation; it 
cannot excite our ſurpriſe that a mad and il l- conducted 
attack from two ſail of tbe line ſhould be mereiy repul- 
ſed; or that the Britiſh ſquadron ſhould, at the mo- 
ment, think themſelves fortunate in eſcaping with the 
loſs of a King's ſhip, and the capture of the India» 
men. But what muſt excite at once our ſurpriſe and 
indignation is, the folly and extravagance of the man 
who, from ſuch circumſtances, can arrogate to himſelf 
the honour of a victory ; and the abſurdity of the Mi- 
niſter who, in the face of the nation, can countenance 
him in this ridiculous aſſumption. 
That the Governor was ſeriou/ly attacked by only two 
ſail of the line, is evident from his letter. For how does 
he deſcribe the conduct of the enemy ? | 


The 
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The French Commodore, after paſſing the Diana, 


Tetror © Aub, and Internal fire 1 aro; t his anchor 
wit 74 C-Dles T-ngth of the Monmouth; Jupiter, 
27 A 2, 0 b Zan i) e AV arno 5 the ſhips 23 
fait 2: he could diſcharge 2 0 load. To what little 


pu poſe he could either 1 or diſcnage appears, how- 
CVver, from the [mall dana Zes of hoſe ſhips ON tac re- 
turns, and the confuſion in which the Governor repre- 
ſents him, with his fails flying about. 

The next French ſhip which followed the Com mo- 
dore anchored a-head of him. This was the Annibal. 
She appears to have done her duty. 

The third ſhip endeayoured to paſs through for the 
Romney. But the Rot macy, it ſeems received from 

the Eaſt-Indiamen and tranſports that pi Otection which 
mme was meant to have given them. She was too che- 
ly ſurrounded by the Arps that lay «c:thoaut ber. The 
Frenchwan could nor wearker them ; he therefore an- 


chored a- ſtern of his Commodore, 2 cn: ninued there 
for 4 Fort ſpace „ Art. ng about 2 777 45. Jane fe, vnn be 
boarded the Fortitude and Hin ro 1 Fi © 13d 

men. To this was confined he 4 W vote of bis attac! 8 


for the Governor tells us, be then went to ſea, an de 
ſerted his Commander. 

In deſcribing the mo: ons of the fourth ſkip, the Go. 
vernor conveys a long idea of the diſficulties nich 
enemy mull have hat + ro CF ggle againſt id making t“. 


approach. and of « the; cat a vantage Wiich à force Ike 
Cure s, 1+ proper!; ** C po! — J, mull ave 4 ] over them. 
He points: ber out as fun en diff f ent lines, lufiirg ©: 
b-arivg np as the paſſ”4 among the 255 cf car ff 106. 5 


in g. ea! conf} an, and at len att ith much dijjicu/ty wes: - 
ing clear of the reef on ad Weit point Without us, DS 
ſhe quits the ſcene of action, and we hear no mpre vi 
her. : 

The fifth never HEMP ted our men of war. She ran 
among the merchant vegets, fing at all, and endeavours 
ing to board two or threc a the pafſcd aleng, but tei 
on: * fuceeſs. 
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From this acecunt it is obvious, that only two of the 
enemy's ſhips {eriouſly attacked the whole force under 
the Governor's command. Whether Monſicur Suft- 
rein was betraycd by his officers, or whether the na ute 
of the road and winds did not permit them to ſecond 
him cr obey his orders, we do not learn. But what we 
do learn is, that over theſe two ſhips the gallant Enpiiſh 
Commodore Obtained à Tifory with a force of nine hun- 
dred and ninety-two guns. With this force we learn, 
that in three quarters of an hour he made the French 
Commodore's plzce too hat for him; and forced him to 
cut his cable and put to ſea, leaving the Annibal an 
object to be fired at by all the ſhips in our fleet that 
could bring their guns to bear on her. 

Such a ſpectacle of diſtreſs the Governor never beheld. 
Her maſts were tottering, her yards hanging different 
ways, her ſails flew about in rags, and full of holes. 
For fifteen minutes together he contemplated her in this 
ſituation, contending, that ſhe had firuck her colcurs, againſt 
thoſe who alledged that they were mere:y ſhut away. A 
rougher ſeaman would not have ſcrupled to take advan- 
tage of her helpleſs and abandoned ſituation. He would 
have ordered the Monmouth, or the Hero, or the Ju- 
piter, cloſe to whom ſhe had anchored, to ſlip and take 
poſſeſſion of her, it the had ſtruck, or to intercept her 
when ſhe went round upon her heels with her ftern cloſe 
to the broad/ide of the Ifis, and compelled her to ſtrike 
if ſhe refuſcd. 

When ſhe was ſuficred to retreat from her anchor, and 
exhibited, as ſhe was getting out into the bay, an 
object infinitely more diſtrefling, when fr? fell ber 
mixen maſt, next went her main maſt, and laſtly the fore maſt 
and OUTER END of he bewſprit tumbled into the wa- 
ler; when in ſhort, ſhe remained a mere unmanageable 
hulk, to entangled with her own wreck as to offer an 
eaſy capture to a fifty gun ſhip, an officer of any reſources 
would have inſtantly deviſed ſome method to cut her off, 
as ſhe drifted towards the French fleet, They were then 
beaten and retreating, and even the laſt of them that 
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went to ſea muſt have been a conſiderable diſtanee out, 
as ſhe had been gone from her anchor fifteen minute: 
before the Annibal. Where was the Jupiter on this 
temoting occaſion ? Every thing brilliant was to have 
been expected from Captain Paſley.—Not only from 
Captain Paſley—the proſpe& would have ſtimolated 
every officer and man in the fleet to uncommon excr- 
tions; and if the French Commodore choſe to lay to“ 
with a view to protect her, it would have been the very 
meaſure the Governor ſhould have wiſhed for. Then 
he might, indeed, have followed up bis wiory. The 
ſquadron under his command would have been ſpeedily 
at ſea, offering battle to Monſieur Suffrein, damaged 
and ſhatrered, as the report of the priſoners proved his 
own ſhip to have been; and having fo great a part of 
his ſtrength as a ſeventy-four converted into weaknels, 
and become an incumbrance, which he ſhould be vblig- 
ed ro piotcct. | 

But this was not according to the Governor's Hſtem. 
He enjoyed the ſpectacle of the Annibal's diſtreſs, he 
left her to join the French Commodo:e as well as ſhe 
could, and when he ſaw that the had fairly accompiiſh- 
ed this, he returned to the Romney, and made the ſig— 
nal for all Captains, to conſult meaſures tor following vp 
tbe victory. 

That at this time he muſt have thought himſelf great 
ly ſuperior to the enemy, will appear from ſeveral con- 
ſiderations which I ſhall Jay before the teader. Ie 
firſt is, that the ſhip in his whole ſquacron that ſuffered 
moſt in her men, her maſts, yards, fails and rigging, 
is condemned by him in the ſevereſt terms for waiting 
to repair damages which he conſidered as nothing at 4. 
The reſt were in compleat readineſs; nor does any thing 
appear in his letter that inſinuates the leaſt obſtruction 
from the condition of any other ſhip except the Is. It 
was far different with the enemy. One of their largeſt 


ſhips was a complete wreck, incapable of keeping in tie 
line ; 


Though the Governor makes no mention of it in his lee, i, 
is certaia the Commodore did lay to for the Annibal, 
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line; and the Heros, from the report of the priſoners, 
had ſuffered in proportion. Another 1s, that in this 
ſituation of the enemy he was more than a match for 
them, according to his own ſyſtem, even without the Ils. 
He could have ſpared her and a frigate of 32 guns, as 
the French had loſt a 74. A third is, that in con- 
demning the conduct of Lord Howe, and proving that 
he muſt have thought himlelt {uperior in force to Mr. 
d'Eſtaing, the Governor mentioned his Loidſhip's hav- 
ing ſent away the Nabob and Supply, two o HCaſt In- 
diamen, that had been converted into ſtoreſhips, A 
meaſure, he contended, his Lordſhip would certainly 
never have purſued, bad he not 1magined he cauld well 
ipare ſuch a force. Now as the Governor had fo many 
vw Eaſt Indiamen, and fo many armed ſhips, with a 
tier of guns each, commanded by King's officers, none 
of which he took out with him, t is but fair to inter, 
that he reaſoned as he ſuppoſed Lord Howe to have 
reaſoned. 

This being ſo, let us now conſider how he followed 
up his victory. The French Commodore muſt have 
come to anchor about a quarter after eleven, in three 
quarters of an hour afici he cut his cable, and run 
through the fleet, and in fifteen minutes after he was 
followed by the Annibal; it could not therefore have 
been one o'clock when the Governor returned to the 
Romney. Here, then, was * a long ſummer's day before 
bi, Here was a happy opportunity of unteaching 
that incredible leſſon which France had learned on the 27th 
1 July, that on ſuch a day a French feet could engage a 

it fleet, ſuperior in every reſpee?, and yet eſcape. This, 
= ſhall ſuppoſe, was the great and glorious proſpeR 
i at opened to his mind when he returned to Fr flag; 
5 the backwardneſs and diſobedience of one of his 
Hcers blaſted all his hopes, and filled vim with ſuch an- 
400 as be never before experienced. 


C Bur 
See his Speech laſt ae in ebene of Sir Hugh Palliſer. 


1 
But in the firſt place I would aſk the Governor, if it 


was the diſobedience of Captain Sutton that made him 


throw away the great length of time it muſt have taken 
to call all his Captains together, to hear the condition 


of every ſhip before he ordered them to get to fea, He 
judged of the condition ot the thip that had ſuffered maſt 


by his eye, and he declared that ber damages were nothing 
at all, He could have judged in the lame manner of 


the reſt ; he muſt have ſeen in an inſtant that they had 
ſuſtained no loſs that could be any impediment to their 


getting under way; and in the length of time here 


waſted, he muſt have come up with the ſhattered ſqua- 
dron of the enemy, before they could have“ raiſed 4 


Jump forward, and fixed a ſail on it to wear the hulk of 
the Annibal, or take her in tow, 
In the next place, I would afk him, if it was Cap- 
tain Sutton's diſobedience that prevented the Gover- 
*nor from leaving orders for the Romney to change her 
birth, when he found out that ſhe was of no uſe to the 
ſquadron, and went on board the Hero, or for the 
Jaſon to be moved out of her way? Had ſuch orders 
been left, the Romney would have been in a ũtuation 
to put to ſea inſtantly on the retreat of the enemy, and 
the acclamations of the fleet would have been better de- 
ſerved. | | 
Behold her, however, after all theſe delays, ſhooting 
forward in all the pride of victory, freſh and vigorous 
from the ſafe birth where ſhe had lain ſecured by her convq. 
The Jupiter inſtantly followed; but what time the 
other ſhips came out, is omitted in the Governor's im- 
atience to ſtigmatize the failure of the Iſis, to which 
he attributes all his ſubſequent diſappointment. 


Now 


a. ; 


Governor Johnſtone, in his petulent obſervations on the pamph- 
let of the Narrative of the Conduct of Lord Howe; read to the Houſe 
of Commons ſome paragraphs out of that work, written, as he in- 
finuated, in a declamatory and turgid ſtile, and left it to them t0 
judge from ſuch ſpecimens of the language, if the author” could be a 

be judged by the 1:58 


feaman. Let the Covernor's ſeamanſhip 
rule, 
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Now in what does this failure conſiſt? Captain Sut- 
ton, ſrecing his hgnal enforced by repeated guns, ſends 
a meſſage by the Hero, that his maſts and yards, and 
ſails and rigging, were ſy wounded, that he could not 
Come out without repairing them, but that he would 
follow as ſoon as he couid, His Commander in Chief, 
by a repetition of his Hgnal, gives him to underſtand, 
that he does not think this a ſufficient excule ; upon 
which Capt. Sutton immediately comes out. 

Where is the crime in this? What more can be ex- 
pected from any officer than that, after having made 
known his ſituation, he ſhould ſacrifice his Own private 


opinion, and not diſpute che will of his Commander? 


lad the Governor. of Greenwich Hoſpital but done as 


much an the 25th of July, the Navy would have never 


been inſulted, by having the Governor of Penſacola 
forced back upon ihe ſervice, which he had fo "ug 
renounced, and plac-d in cammands of the greate 
riſque. 

At length all the ſhips being come out, che ſignal 
was made to form the line a-head on the larboard tack, 
Ihe enemy were brtoic the wind, in a line of battle a- 
breaſt ; their convey going off under all the ſail they could 
ſet; the rate at wh cl chew men of war failed, we may 
ealily infer from their haviag in tow a 74 gun ſhip 
Without matts. 

Here again the Governor 1s ſtopped by the Is. Hur 
forctop- maſt went Over above the topfafl yard, He 
foortened ſail far her to cicar her Wreck ; 4 th! $ took up 
forty minutes. 

This is another unworthy attempt to wille It ap- 
pears in the following paragraph, that he not only hrt. 
ened fail; but that he /ay 10 tor theſe forty minutes, “ As 
ſoon, ſays he, as | ſaw the }fis could make fail, J bore 
up, and ſet the fortſail, and made the ſignal for the ling 
abreaſt.” In his eageracſs to fix cenſure upon Captain 
Sutton, he ſays, that the fotetop-waſt went above 
the topſail yard, which yard was not injured by the fall, 
nor was the ſail hurt, or any other damage ſultained, to 
2 prevent 
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prevent the ſhip from working, the foretop ſail being 
Cloſe reefed and fer,” 
Does he not know, that this cenſure muſt recoil upon 


bimſelf ? If the Iſis received no damage that could pre- 


vent her working, where was the neceſſity of bringing to 
at ſo critical an hour? Why throw away forty ſuch pre- 
cious minutes 2 Every ſeaman well knows, that the 
wreck could have been cleared as eaſily in ſteering large 
as in bringing tv. Had the fleet done fo, and conti- 
nued under way, the Governor would have found his 
diſtance narrowed, and not encreaſed in thoſe unfortu- 
nate forty minutes. The great and tempting proſpects 
he mentions, would have preſented themſelves before 
ſun fer; he would have wanted no excuſe, no tranſ- 
ferring to another the crime of his negle& in relinquiſh- 
ing the ſignal advantages which the return of day would 
have ſecured to him. 

The enemy are repreſented as retreating before the 
wind. It is fot ſurpriſing, therefore, that they ſhould 
have encreaſed their diſtance in the forty minutes that 
our fleet had been laying to. The Governor, how- 
ever, continues the purſuit ; he even gains upon them; 
when, at laſt, looking behind him, he finds the Iſis per- 
ſevering in her back wardnefs, and that ſhe and the Mon- 
mouth had dropt aſtern between two and three miles. 

Let it be remembered, that this was the primitive 
patriot who would ſhur his ears to the tendereſt calls of 
nature, when oppolcd to his duty ! who, it he were in 
command, would ſacrifice his own father, or his bro- 
ther, or his fon, his neareſt relation, or his deareſt 
friend, to the maintenance of ſtrict diſcipline, With, 
all the cauſes of ſuſpicion which he would infinuate 
Captain Sutton had given him, he continues him in 
command, and, when leading down to the enemv_ *..- 
ters him to fall aſtern near three miles, without taking 
any intermediate notice of his conduct. 

But, without any ſuch ſuſpicions, what opinion ſhall 
we conceive of the Commander of a fleet, who, while 
drawing near the enemy, bea: en and flying before him, 
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ſhould not once throw his eyes back to the ſtate of his 
ſquadron, or diſcover two of his largeſt men of war, 
the chief of his ſtrength indeed, to be dropping aſtern 
till they had got to the diſtance of nearly three miles? 
Such however the Governor proves to have been his 
own neglect, it we give credit to this part of his let- 
ter The great and tempting proſpect of deſtroying 
the enemy lay before him; he was eagerly ſtretching 
iorward to ſcize it, but happening to throw his eyes back, 
he found the Monmouth and Ifis three miles aſtern of 
him; a circumſtance which, it ſeems, neither the Go- 
vernor himſelf, nor any officer of his ſhip, ever ſaw, 
during the length of time it muſt have taken to have 
got 10 far a-head. Diſcovering it, however, he is com- 
pelled by it to put an end at once to his purſuit, He 
fecls, indeed, the bittereſt anguiſh; for if he purſued 
them till day-light, he had every ſucceſs to promiſe to 
his country. But he thought it beſt to return to Port 
Praya, and to ſuffer the enemy to continue their voy- 
age; and {0 ends the journal of his victory. 

I fthall now only obſerve, that as his inſtructions 
are ſecret, it is impoſſible to diſpute the propriety of 
the reaſons which he gives for this extraordinary de- 
termination. And vet it is but fair to aſk if other 
ſteps might not have been taken to prevent his charge 
from being left unprotected, or in ignorance where to 
find him? Could the enemy have had any other force 
in thote ſeas, after the deſtruction of Monſieur Sut- 
trein, from which his convoy could have had any dan- 
2er to dread ? Had the Governor no trigate or armed 
ſhip to ipare, to conduct his ſquadron to a place of 


rendezvaus? Theſe are queſtions which, probably, 
will never be anſwered. 


BLAKE, 
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THINK. Blake is in the right not to take any no- 
tice of Raleigh's letter. But leſt thoſe who are 
equally —_— of ſea matters with that faceti:us gen- 
tleman, ſhould think his queſtions relative to a place 
of rendezvous unanſwerable, becauſe no anſwer has 
been given to them, I will beg leave to aſk him if he 
forgets, or does not know, that the Iſland of Trinadad 
offered itſelf to Governor Johnſtone, as a convenient 
and ſafe rendezyous for bis convoy, - which, he feared to 
leave in ignorance where to find him? Does he not know, 
or has he never been told, that in ſailing from St. Jago, 
it lays almoſt in the way, and that it has ſometimes 
been made in holding that courſe, even by thoſe who 
had no intentions of touching there? Has he never 
heard that this Iſland was recommended to the Gover- 
nor, befote he left Europe, as the beſt rendezvous he 
could originally appoint for his fleet, and infinitely pre- 
ferable to the Iſland of St. Jago, as dividing his voy- 
age more proportionately ? Had not the Governor time 
enough to recall this advice to his memory during the 
anxious moments he paſſed, diſtracted between the pain - 
ful and cruel alternative of renouncing the - great and 
tempting profpetls that preſented themſelves to him, if he 
ſhould continue to purſue the enemy, or of leaving bis convcy 
in diftreſs, without any fixed determination concerning ther, 
os their deſtination? Had the enemy, as Blake oblerves, 
any force in thole ſeas, but that which the Governor 
was certain 10 deſtroy ? Did it then require any depth 
of reſources to recollect that the St. Carlos, with the 
other armed ſhips, muſt have anſwered every purpoſe 
of conducting the convoy to the appointed rendezvous ? 
Raleigh has more of the zeal chan of the ſenſe of his 
ration; he would elſe ceaſe to alk queſtions that lead to 
new matter of accuſation againſt his countryman, 
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